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National Youth Theatre unveils programme for 2009
FIRST TIMERS

The National Youth Theatre (NYT) today announces a series of productions on stage, online and in site-specific locations around the UK celebrating First Timers past and present.

From the first Celebrity Chef to the first Female Muslim leader, from a girl’s first boob job to a boy’s first stag night, Paul Roseby, the NYT’s Artistic Director, unveils a series of new and classical work which will again showcase the best of Britain’s young talent in an innovative and irreverent way – cementing the position of the world’s first ever youth theatre at the heart of youth culture and commentary.

The Six Pack at Soho – SOHO THEATRE SEASON

The NYT return to the Soho Theatre after their sell out season in 2008 (including the critically acclaimed productions of Tory Boyz and White Boy) with a series of six new plays, each one with a single body part as its title and stimulus for the play’s theme. Two of the six will appear as a double bill each night:

Tits/Teeth sees two young girls caught up in a body obsessed world – one comically and one much less so – from disco mania to body dysmorphia, bulimia and Japanese man bras. Written by the award-winning Michael Wynne.

Tits/Teeth Press Night - Monday 17 August

Foot/Mouth will be a guaranteed night of black comedy from dismembered washed up feet to a world governed by a control of language. This will appeal to all those who have right royally put their foot in it in this increasingly puritan age! Written by the highly acclaimed Peeplykus’ John Nicholson and Steven Canny.

Foot/Mouth Press Night - Tuesday 18 August

Eye/Balls tells the tale of a young student’s attempt at paying off her loan by joining the sex trade, and for sloppy seconds the author is grabbing the subject of young men away on a Stag night by the balls! Written by Sarah Solemani, who is something of a first timer herself as this will be her writing debut.

Eye/Balls Press Night - Thursday 20 August

In the Soho Studio - As part of Playing Up, the NYT’s social inclusion programme of work enabling creative opportunities for young people not in Training, Education or Employment, two new hard-hitting plays will reflect the sharper ends of the UK’s increasing social divides – Fathers Inside and Skunk.

Fathers Inside is based on true stories from inside male prisons. Following on from the Child’s Play programme using active theatre techniques to explore the challenges faced by young fathers in Rochester Young Offenders Institute, the NYT we mounted a scratch performance of Father’s Inside at the Soho Theatre studio in 2008 with a mixed cast of NYT members and participants from the social inclusion programme. The play has now been fully scripted by Philip Osment and is directed by Jim Pope (Press Night: Tues 1 Sept).

In Skunk, Otto wakes from uneasy dreams to find himself transformed one morning in to a Skunk, his family life changed forever. Covering everyone he meets with a pungent spray, will Otto ever get his old life back? Is it only him that is affected by this metamorphosis? Or is he part of a secret epidemic affecting boys across the country?

Skunk, written by Zawe Ashton, explores the effects that smoking the hydroponic weed ‘Skunk’ has on young people, how their families are affected and why this is becoming a bigger and bigger issue today. Loosely based on Kafka’s ‘Metamorphosis’. (Press Night: Thursday 3 September).

London Productions – AUTUMN / WINTER SEASON
The NYT will present two major new productions in London this autumn and winter:

RELISH

Written by James Graham (author of the NYT highly acclaimed production of Tory Boyz last summer) and directed by NYT artistic director Paul Roseby, Relish takes you to a world where juggling cooks are transformed in to 19th Century radicals, royals, and Victorian glitterati.
Relish tells of the life and times of the world’s first celebrity chef, Alexis Soyer, and is explored in this site-specific piece. All the senses will be played with and catered for in this world premier production.

Msr Alexis Soyer: Inventor, cook, philanthropist and bigamist. Soyer was more than just sauce and rose to being one of the most celebrated and respected young talents in early Victorian Britain but whose fame and notoriety ultimately became his downfall. Inspired by Ruth Cowen’s book and written by the young award winning Graham, Relish will be a large ensemble spectacle with as much cheek as a juicy rump steak but with a chilling after taste that resonates with today’s obsession with celebrity.
Relish will run in London at the Truman Brewery by Brick Lane in the Spitalfields area from Friday 4 – Saturday 19 December.

CYMBELINE 

Following on from the NYT’s 2008 success with their performance of Merchant of Venice in China’s new prestigious National Theatre for the Beijing Cultural Olympiad, the company now rises to the challenge of producing one of Shakespeare’s rarely seen final plays, Cymbeline.
 
Imogen has secretly married her childhood friend and first love, Posthumus. Her furious father, the King, banishes the new groom and unwittingly sets in motion a steadily darkening tale of betrayal and murder. Rooted in the enchanted world of fairytale - with its princesses, wicked stepmothers, magic forests and old kings - Shakespeare's Cymbeline soon descends into a savage battle between the generations.

Cymbeline will run in London at the Arts Theatre from Thursday 19 November – Saturday 5 December.
FastBurn @ The Scoop

The unique and exciting partnership between Kneehigh Theatre Co and NYT returns for a super combustible site-specific freebie in the heart of the South Bank. Expect barefaced cheek, mayhem and high-pressure hoses as a young business couple react to their own credit crunch! Scoop is a FREE show in London and runs from Saturday 19 – Tuesday 22 September and again from Saturday 26 – Tuesday 29 September at 8pm.

Outreach, Community & REGIONAL Programmes

Talking to Byron
Earlier this year, the NYT ran Talking to Byron, a new education programme for 12 to 16 year olds which explored issues around knife crime. Funded by the Home Office, Talking to Byron was run for schools and pupil referral units. The programme set out to explore some of the complex underlying issues around young people and knife crime through the process of making theatre and was delivered in partnership with the Metropolitan Police and Be Safe in the London Boroughs of Hackney, Lambeth and Newham in March 2009. 

Razia
Scratch performances will take place in Glasgow this summer at Tramway, prior to a full production in 2010. The NYT are delighted to be undertaking this work in Scotland and exploring the life and times of the world’s first ever female Muslim leader written by Jamila Gavin.

Hip Hop Shakespeare
Together with BBC Blast, the NYT will host a 2 week workshop in October, held in Salford at The Lowry, developing the company’s work and collaboration with a major regional theatre.

Creative Learning
The NYT promotes artistic excellence, cultural enrichment, and personal & professional development providing young people with unparalleled creative learning experiences.

Alongside the core acting and technical courses, volunteering sits at the heart of all NYT activities providing regular opportunities for youth engagement and participation through the Peer Learning Scheme, creating an arena for the ongoing dialogue, experimentation, training and innovation that keeps the NYT alive. Volunteering opportunities include:
       Helping to facilitate national auditions as NYT Ambassadors 
       Representing the membership as part of the Youth Council 
       Participating in community, education and social inclusion projects as peer mentors, actor-educators, technical assistants and peer assistants
       Working in the NYT office or on projects as a company representative 
Recent and ongoing projects include; Talking to Byron (see above); Drama Across Boundaries, international cultural exchange between UK and French MFL students; an ongoing collaboration with Domestic Violence Responses as part of the Learning to Respect campaign. The Soho season is also supplemented with post show talks and educational workshops.

Ideas Tap
Ideas Tap is NYT’s brand new creative portal to online drama, entrepreneurialism and creativity. Sign up and be part of the interactive experiment! Visit: http://www.ideastap.com 

Flight
This year NYT has spread its wings and are celebrating the centenary of the first flight in the UK; a touring intergenerational project. A cast of 20 will travel the country and work with local community participants of all ages. The tour is launched in Kent, swoops over to Brierley Hill and crash-lands in Stoke. In collaboration with Help the Aged, Diverse City and Sound Architect, FLIGHT hopes to be as uplifting as it is nested in creative learning.

West End Walks
Find our more about Britain’s West End Theatre scene by downloading one of NYT’s West End Walk podcasts to your ipod! As part of this year’s Story of London, NYT will enable young people from across the capital to research London’s theatrical heritage and tell the story of London’s theatres.

For further information please contact David Bloom at Target Live

(t) 020 7907 1114 (e) david.bloom@target-live.co.uk
(w) www.target-live.co.uk / www.nyt.org.uk
2009 Season – Listings

SOHO THEATRE SEASON

TITS/TEETH

Written by Michael Wynne, Directed by Anna Niland

Performance dates, times and ticket prices:
7.30pm on Fri 14/Sat 15/Mon 17 Aug: £10

Fri 28/Sat 29 Aug: £15 (£12.50 concessions)

Wed 2/Thu 3/Fri 11/Sat 12 Sep: £20 (£17.50 concessions)

3pm on Sat 29 Aug £15 (£12.50 concessions)

Sat 12 Sep £20 (£17.50 concessions)

Tickets to all performances £10 for NYT members

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FOOT/MOUTH

Written by Peepolykus

Performance dates, times and ticket prices:
7.30pm on Tue 18/Wed 19/Sat 22 Aug: £10

Mon 24/Tue 25 Aug: £15 (£12.50 concessions)

Mon 31 Aug/Tue 1/Wed 9/Thu 10 Sep: £20 (£17.50 concessions)

3pm on Sat 22 Aug £15 (£12.50 concessions)

Tickets to all performances £10 for NYT members

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EYE/BALLS

Written by Sarah Solemani, Directed by Gbolahan Obisesan

Performance dates, times and ticket prices:
7.30pm on Thu 20/Fri 21 Aug: £10

Wed 26/Thu 27 Aug: £15 (£12.50 concessions)

Fri 4/Sat 5/Mon 7/Tue 8 Sep: £20 (£17.50 concessions)

3pm on Sat 5 Sep: £20 (£17.50 concessions)

Tickets to all performances £10 for NYT members

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FATHERS INSIDE

Written by Philip Osment, Directed by Jim Pope

Performance dates, times and ticket prices:
8pm on Fri 28/Sat 29/Mon 31 Aug, Tue 1/Wed 2/Tue 8/Wed 9 Sep

4pm on Sat 29 Aug, Sat 12 Sep

Tickets to all performances £10

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SKUNK

Written by Zawe Ashton, Directed by Peter Collins

Performance dates, times and ticket prices:
8pm on Thu 3/Fri 4/Sat 5/Mon 7/Thu 10/Fri 11/Sat 12 Sep

4pm on Sat 5 Sep

Tickets to all performances £10

AUTUMN / WINTER IN LONDON

RELISH

Written by James Graham, Directed by Paul Roseby

Venue: Truman Brewery, Spitalfields

Fri 4 – Sat 19 December

Ticket prices TBC

CYMBELINE

Written by William Shakespeare

Venue: Arts Theatre

Thurs 19 November – Sat 5 December

Ticket prices:

£20 (£15 concessions) all seats

£15 Groups rate (6+)

£10 Schools rate (includes one free teacher with every 10 tickets booked)

