Discover a new side to Fellini’s favourite composer
RENDEZ-VOUS CHEZ NINO ROTA

Presented by Mauro Gioia 
UK premiere at Cadogan Hall on Sunday 3 October at 7pm 

The internationally-acclaimed show Rendez-vous chez Nino Rota, a sophisticated evening of songs from the silver screen, will have its UK premiere at Cadogan Hall on Sunday 3 October. 

The show is a celebration of Nino Rota, composer of some of the most iconic and memorable musical scores in film history, including Fellini’s La Dolce Vita, La Strada, and Francis Ford Coppola’s cult trilogy, The Godfather. 

Rota’s unashamedly passionate and seductive melodies will be brought to life on-stage by Italian singer Mauro Gioia together with three international pop divas - Sharleen Spiteri of chart-topping Scottish band, Texas; new-wave Spanish flamenco artist, Martirio; and Portuguese songstress, Maria de Medeiros.

Rendez-vous chez Nino Rota has toured extensively in Europe to great critical acclaim, and will embark on a UK tour in 2011 to mark the composer’s centenary. 

Born in Milan in 1911 into a family of musicians, Nino Rota was a child prodigy (said to have written and conducted his first oratorio aged 11), and trained with Pizzetti, Casella and Toscanini - some of the grand masters of Italian classical music. Whilst his output reflects this traditional education - with numerous symphonic works, opera and ballets scores - it is his contribution to film that is undoubtedly his greatest legacy, comprising of more than 150 musical scores.
It has been said that his experiences in America - and specifically his friendship with Aaron Copland whilst studying at the Curtis Institute in Philadelphia, and his discovery there of the music of Cole Porter, Irving Berlin and George Gershwin - all inspired and encouraged his burgeoning interest in film. 

Rota went on to work with virtually all of the noted directors of his time, including Franco Zeffirelli, Luchino Visconti, Mario Monicelli, King Vidor, René Clément and Francis Ford Coppola (which secured him an Oscar in 1974 for best original movie score for The Godfather, Part II).

But he is perhaps best-known for his unique 28-year-long association with director Federico Fellini, for whom he wrote all of the musical scores from The White Sheik in 1952 to The Orchestra Rehearsal in 1979. In his autobiography Fellini paid homage to their inimitable relationship: "Working with him was a true joy. You could feel so well his ability to create, that he would communicate to you a sort of exhilaration. That was so powerful of a feeling that it gave me the impression of writing the music on my own." 

Throughout his career as a performer, Mauro Gioia has tried to resurrect the theatrical traditions of his native city of Naples through cabaret and variety performances, so that they once again become a vital part of 21st century Italian culture. A long-time admirer of Rota’s music, Gioia decided to bring these musical riches to the concert hall, and invited international artists to join him in rediscovering this evocative music for themselves.
The UK premiere of Rendez-vous chez Nino Rota also heralds the UK release of the accompanying album which includes duets with the trio of stars featured in the live show as well as Catherine Ringer - lead vocalist in French rock group Les Rita Mitsouko, German chanteuse Ute Lemper, Brazilian singer-songwriter Adriana Calcanhotto and Argentinean Tango Star Susana Rinaldi. This limited edition album will be released on 27 September by Because Music, with artwork conceived by the world-famous American street artist Obey Giant. It will also include a DVD with additional songs filmed live at the Théâtre de l’Odeon in Paris. 

For press enquiries and review tickets for Rendez-vous chez Nino Rota on Sunday 3 October 2010 please contact Jennifer Reynolds at Target Live: 020 3372 0956 / jennifer.reynolds@target-live.co.uk


LISTINGS INFORMATON for Rendez-vous chez Nino Rota
Cadogan Hall, Sloane Terrace, London SW1X 9DQ

Nearest tube: Sloane Square (District and Circle)

Box Office: 020 7730 4500 / www.cadoganhall.com
Ticket prices: £10, £20, £30 

Performance length: 1hr 20mins
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